2. 



PHONEMES 



There are twenty -one segmental phonemes in Tatana': seventeen consonants /p t k ? 
bdgsd3mnjir|lrwy/ and four vowels A u o a/. Stress is noncontrastive. 



Bilabial Alveolar 



VI. plosive 


P 




t 


Vd. plosive 


b 




d 


Fricative 






s 


Affricate 








Nasal 


m 




n 


Lateral 






1 


Trill 






r 


Semivowel 


w 






Front 




Central 


Back 


High i 






u 


Mid 









Low 




a 





Palato- 
alveolar 



d3 



Palatal Velar Glottal 

k ? 

g 



Ji 



'Data for this study were collected in the villages of Kinontungan and Kulung-Kulung in the 
district of Kuala Penyu between May 1980 and April 1981. The principal language assistants 
were Mr. Mikiu Tiunsu, 37, his mother Moto. 59, and Mrs. Aniang bt. Wong Kiau, wife of 
O.K.K. Bulangan. 
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Inka P^dunen 

2.1 Description of phonemes 

2«1.1 Consonants 

/p/ \pl voiceless umtleased bilabial plDsive; occurs word-finally: 
/nkop/ ["rakYpl '«uch' 

/arip/ [*aripl 'spletam' 

[p] voiceless bilabial plosive; occurs elsewhere: 

yjpaladi/ ['paladi 'palm (of hand)* 

/lipos/ ['lipYs] 'cockroach' 

/t/ \f] voiceless unreleased dental plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/maraat/ [ma'nctl *bad* 

/purut/ [*purur] *pick up,, collect* 

[}} voiceless deiRal plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/tonok/ ['trnrkT 'foot* 

Aulud/ ["MtudT 'bum* 

/k/ [kl voiceless unreleased velar plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/anak/ ['anaki 'child, offspring* 

/lubok/ [*lubYkT 'lake* 

[k] voiceless velar plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/kana?/ [*kana7] 'fish* 

/kokot/ [VrkYj'] 'bite* 

/?/ [7] glottal plosive; contrastive only word-Hnally: 
/ama?/ ["Tama?] 'father* 

/sada?/ ['sadaT] 'fish* 

/b/ [b1 voiced unreleased bilabial plosive; occurs word-fmally: 
/talib/ ['talibl 'pass by* 

[b] voiced bilabial plosive; occurs elsewhere: 

/bobor/ [Wbrr] 'throw (away)' 

Aamba?/ ["lamba?] 'help* 

/d/ [dl voiced unreleased alveolar plosive; occurs word-fmally: 
/sagod/ ['sarjrdT 'kiU* 

[cQ voiced alveolar plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/dila?/ ['dila?] 'tongue* 

AuduT)/ ["tudug] 'sit* 

/g/ [g1 voiced unreleased velar plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/tigog/ ["tigYgl 'startle* 

[g] voiced velar plosive; occurs elsewhere: 

/galud/ ['galudi 'far away, distant* 



Tatant' Phonemics 



/rogon/ 



['nrgYn] 



'ghost, spirit' 



/s/ [s] 
/d3/ [d3] 

/m/ [m] 
/n/ [n] 

A)/ W 

/I/ m 

M tf] 
[r] 

/w/ [w] 



voiceless alveolar central fricative: 
/sisiog/ [si'siogl 'hud' 

Abbas/ ['dabes] *£aoe' 



voiced palato-alveolar affricate: 
/dsagus/ [*d3agus] 

/dsandsi?/ ['diandsi?] 

/kudsut/ [Icudsuf] 

voiced bilabial nasal: 
/manuk/ ['manuk''] 

Anaman/ ['maman] 

/onom/ [VnYm] 

voiced alvecdar nasal: 
/namuk/ ['namuk^] 

/minan/ ['minan] 

voiced palatal nasal: 
4pawa?/ [iiawa?] 

/mqpulut)/ [mslpului)] 

voiced velar nasal: 
/garan/ ['r)aran] 

/saoai}/ ['saQai)] 

voiced alveolar lateral:^ 
/lipos/ ['lipvs] 

/bilas/ ['bilas] 

/bugkal/ [l>ur)kal] 



'cashew nut' 

'promise' 

'hang' 

'chicken' 

'uncle* 

'six' 



'mosquito' 
'aunt' 



'soul, l^eath of life' 
'will slip on' 



name 
'hombiir 



'cockroach' 
'matter in the eye' 
'coconut husk' 



voiced alveolar flap; alternates with [r] intervocalically: 
^urut/ ["pufun -" fpuniti 'pick up' 

voiced alveolar trill;^ occurs elsewhei^e: 
/rogon/ [Wgm] 'ghost* 

Aogor/ ["trrjYr] 'mangrove root' 

voiced rounded labiovelar semivowel: 

/wanai)/ ['wanag] 'catch; what one has caught or gained' 

/gawa?/ ['gawa?] 'crab' 

Aakow/ i'takow] 'steal' 



^The lateral /]/ may have the phonetic feature of slight lengthening in an intervocalic position 
in some words: /sala?/ ['sal:a?] 'wrong, err(or)', /aloQ/ ['al:or)] 'sibling-in-law for a woman*. 
^Although M and /I/ contrast in identical environment, they have beoi found to vary in 
different people's speech in some words: /sorura?/ ^ /solura?/ 'come out', Aarus/ '^ /talus/ 
'straightway', /boruruk/ ^ /boluruk/ 'mythical water monster*. 
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In]» Pekkanen 



lyl [y] voiced unrounded palatal semivowel: 

A>aya/ ["paya] 'tired' 

/mogoy/ ['mYijYy] 'will go' 



PHONOLOGICAL DESCRIPTIONS 

of 
SABAH LANGUAGES 
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